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SATAN’S ATTACKS
ON CHRIST’S DEITY
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INTRODUCTION1

My assignment is: 1) To prove the deity of Christ, 2) To show that
Satan knows that Christ is deity, 3) To give examples of Satan’s attacks
on Christ’s deity, 4) To discuss how skeptics throughout history have
attacked Christ’s deity, and 5) To point out that today Satan attacks the
deity of Christ through movies, books, et cetera. There are two passages
with which I want to introduce our lesson. One is from the pen of the
inspired apostle Paul, and the other is from an even higher source.

Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:7, “For we walk by faith, not by
sight” (which is, for all practical purposes, reiterated by Peter in 1 Pet.
1:8-9). Brethren, even if we had no proof of the deity of Jesus, and we
do have an abundance of proof, but even if we had no proof we would
know, by faith, that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Mt.
16:16). When Peter uttered those words, Jesus’ response was: “Blessed
art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto
thee, but my Father which is in heaven” (v. 17). Therefore, logic and
human information supplied by flesh and blood did not prove to Peter
that Jesus was deity. Rather, Peter’s faith supplied him the assurance,
therefore concerning the deity of Christ “we walk by faith, not by
sight.”

The second passage is found in connection with Jesus’ baptism.
Matthew 3:17 states: “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.” God Himself attested to the fact that His only begotten Son
was, in fact, deity.
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DEITY OF CHRIST
Throughout the entire current of inspired Scripture the fact of

Christ’s deity is clearly revealed. He is consistently shown as God in
human form (cf. Isa. 7:14; 9:6; Mic. 5:2; Jn. 1:14; 8:58; 17:5 [cf. Ex.
3:14]; Heb. 1:3; Phil. 2:11; Col. 2:9; Rev. 1:8,17-18; et al). In fact, the
deity of Jesus Christ is one of the pillars and foundational bulwarks of
the entire Christian system. As such, Christ’s deity has been attacked
more vigorously throughout the ages than any other single doctrine of
the Christian faith. However, the testimony of the Scripture stands sure,
though the power of Satan himself deceives many with his deceitful
handling of the Word of God.

Since I was asked to give Scriptural examples of other items in this
lesson, let me offer these Scriptural affirmations concerning the deity
of Jesus: Jesus was revealed as God’s companion from the beginning.
John affirmed: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God” (Jn. 1:1). He also wrote: “That which was
from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the
Word of life” (1 Jn. 1:1). Genesis 1:26 shows a statement of God that
says: “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.” John the
Baptizer bore witness of Jesus’ deity, and cried, saying: “This was he
of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for
he was before me” (Jn. 1:15). Jesus Himself prayed: “And now, O
Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had
with thee before the world was” (Jn. 17:5). John the apostle also
penned these truthful words: “And there are three that bear witness in
earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in
one” (1 Jn. 5:8). The penman of Hebrews wrote: “Jesus Christ the same
yesterday, and to day, and for ever” (Heb. 13:8). Jesus affirmed: “I am
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which
is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty” (Rev. 1:8).
Jesus is also revealed as the Divine Communicator. John wrote:

And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that
sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness
he doth judge and make war. His eyes were as a flame of fire,
and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written,
that no man knew, but he himself. And he was clothed with a
vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of
God. And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon
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white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean (Rev. 19:11-
14).

Hebrews 1:1-3 states:
God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time
past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days
spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all
things, by whom also he made the worlds; Who being the
brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and
upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by
himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the
Majesty on high.

Jesus is also revealed as the Divine Creator. Paul said, Jesus “is the
image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: For by him
were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible
and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities,
or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: And he is
before all things, and by him all things consist” (Col. 1:15-17).
Ephesians 3:9 states: “And to make all men see what is the fellowship
of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in
God, who created all things by Jesus Christ.”

Jesus is the Divine Christ and is recognized as such. Paul writes:
“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ” (Tit. 2:13). John the baptizer “came
for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him
might believe” (Jn. 1:7). The apostle John records: “Thomas answered
and said unto him, My Lord and my God” (Jn. 20:28). Again, he writes:

Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How
long dost thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us
plainly. Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the
works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me.
But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto
you. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow
me: And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My
Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is
able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. I and my Father are
one. Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him. Jesus
answered them, Many good works have I shewed you from my
Father; for which of those works do ye stone me? The Jews
answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but
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for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest
thyself God (Jn. 10:24-33).

John 1:12 says: “But as many as received him, to them gave he power
to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.”
2 Corinthians 4:4 says: “In whom the god of this world hath blinded the
minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel
of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.” Ephesians
2:1 says: “And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and
sins.”

SATAN KNOWS THAT CHRIST IS DEITY
Another part of my assignment is to show that Satan knows that

Jesus is deity. To this section we will also add examples of Satan’s
attacks upon the deity of Christ.

The Parable of the Sower is found in Luke 8. In Jesus’ explanation
of the parable we find this information given: First, the seed is the
Word of God, and second, the Sower sows the seed into the various
hearts of man. However, note Jesus’ next comment: “Those by the way
side are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word
out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved” (v. 12). If
Satan did not fully know that Jesus is deity, why would he work so hard
to keep the Word out of the hearts of man? Satan knows Jesus is deity
and he knows that only through Jesus can an individual find salvation
(Jn. 14:1-6).

Another passage that will help us understand Satan’s work of
preventing the acceptance of Christ’s deity is 2 Corinthians 4:3-4.
There the apostle is talking somewhat about his own efforts and about
how God changed his life, transforming him to one who spoke the
entirety of truth. In 2 Corinthians 4:3-4, Paul says: “But if our gospel
be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god of this world
hath blinded the minds of them which believe not.” Here the inference
is that Satan can only blind ones who willfully disbelieve (cf. Heb.
10:27). Satan is in the business of perverting and prevent-
ing—perverting the purity of the Gospel message, and preventing the
lost from finding its truth. To such people, people with hard hearts, the
Gospel is irrelevant and the deity of Christ is in doubt. Satan, of course,
would rather not have to do the work of taking away the seed that has
been sown. He would rather so control the one who is doing the
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preaching that something other than the good seed of the Word of God
is proclaimed.

Why is Satan so interested in convincing mankind that Christ is not
deity? If Satan can create doubt concerning Jesus’ deity, then he can
also bring doubt as to the validity of Jesus’ teaching. If he can do that,
then he can also bring man to doubt the existence of God. If Satan
accomplishes that, then everything becomes arbitrary (which is a
philosophy espoused by many in the religious world today). Satan
began to attack Christ’s deity in the very beginning (Gen. 3) and he will
continue to do so until he is thrown into the lake of fire. Casting
aspersions on the truth of God’s Word has always been Satan’s main
line of offense as he challenges the deity of Christ.

Satan invariably denies the deity of Christ, as will his false
teachers, even to the extent of denying the Lord that bought them. Such
denial would include the doctrine of salvation. If Satan wipes out the
deity of Christ, he has wiped out the doctrine of salvation with it. The
two must go together. If Christ is not deity, and if He was not deity in
human flesh as He was dying on the cross, then the atonement that He
purported to accomplish—He did not accomplish at all.

SATAN ATTACKS THROUGH
MODERN ENTERTAINMENTS

As Christians desiring to please Christ, we should know that
exposing our mind to satanic ideas and concepts must be constantly
avoided as a place of potential snares and contact. Some modern
examples are: Movies that follow the theme of Satan and his demons,
science fiction that portrays superhuman powers available from cosmic
sources (such leave unguarded minds open to endless fantasies about
what may be true, and thus a conflict with the authority of God’s
Word), television programs dealing with the occult directly or
indirectly, music that popularizes demonic activities, through satanic
words and occult mantras, games promoting contact with demons or
which encourage contact with demons and their related activities. As
Paul states, we must “Abstain from all appearance of evil” (1 Thess.
5:22). Occult practices such as black magic, astrology, fetishes and
talismans, fortune-telling, séance meetings, witchcraft, palmistry,
spiritism, ESP (extra-sensory perception), pictures of witches and
occult propaganda, voodoo dolls, candles with occult significance,
incense, excessive superstition, religious practices that highlight the
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emotional, cults, Satan worship, tarot cards, Ouija Boards, crystal balls,
pyramids, black cubes and related occult practices should also be
completely avoided. When Paul taught the believers about the strategies
of Satan, they collected and burned all of the objects associated with
demonic and satanic contact. Also, many of those who had practiced
magic brought their books together and burned them in the sight of all
(Acts 19:19-20).

IGNORANCE IS NO EXCUSE
There is a habit common among humans that many of us practice

from time to time. This practice is called “Ignoring things we do not
like and hoping they will go away.” With minor aches and pains that
method often works. However, with water leaks, debt, and mechanical
problems it almost never works. When we ignore problems with our
health, with our homes, and with our automobiles those problems only
worsen in time. People and problems that bother us we ignore, and
hope they go away. Sometimes it works, but most of the time it does
not. However, when we enter into the realm of our spiritual life,
spiritual health, and spiritual safety—ignoring Satan is the worst choice
we can make.

SATAN’S USE OF SKEPTICS AND SKEPTICISM
Jesus had to deal with skeptics all the time. The main opponents in

His day were the religious leadership of Israel (i.e., Pharisees and
Sadducees). For the most part, they refused to acknowledge that He
was deity, the promised Savior spoken of in the Scripture. They also
rejected His teachings and exposition of the true meanings of God’s
Word. They even rejected the supernatural proofs He gave to support
and prove His deity. There will always be skeptics and skepticism.
There will always be those who mock the self-evident truths of God to
their own judgment. However, it seems that today there is even more
skepticism and it is getting to be more mainstream every day.

In recent years, the skeptic’s respect for people of faith has turned
from apathy to disdain. Films on the life of Jesus in the 50s and 60s
carried some degree of acknowledged respect, but today a new type of
approach is presented. These new age historians have decided that only
their twisted view is the correct view (from the liberal perspective) and
the elimination of the true Bible student’s point of view is an absolute
necessity. Television networks such as A&E, The Learning Channel,
Discovery Channel, the National Geographic Channel and the History
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Channel have broadcast documentaries on the lives of Jesus and other
Bible characters on a regular basis. These documentaries typically
interview academic liberals, but rarely give true Bible students a voice.
Unfortunately, many viewers take the words of these liberal theologians
as the viewpoint of all Biblical scholarship.

Here is a partial listing of direct attacks on the credibility of the
Bible as seen on local television stations around the world. Often these
attacks are in the mantra of humor but their attacks do tremendous
damage nonetheless. On the cartoon show, “Family Guy” the lead
character was heard to remark, “God is Evil.” He also stated: “Jesus
was drunk most of the time.” On the FOX cartoon, “The Simpson’s,”
one character said, “He [God] is my favorite fictional character.” He
also referred to the Bible as a “2000 year old sleeping pill.” An
animation of Jonah’s skeleton still inside the remains of the great fish
(or whale) was also depicted.

On “Adam and Eve,” an A&E program, Lillith, a promiscuous
demon, was said to be Adam’s first wife. The program also stated that
God was jealous of His creation. The Discovery Channel in connection
with BBC America aired a program falsely entitled, “Noah’s Ark: The
True Story,” which stated that the dimensions of the Ark were falsified
in the Bible account and that the Ark was actually several small boats
tied together. It also stated, in an attempt at humor, that Noah was
originally a beer vendor and was not permitted to return home after the
flood because of outstanding debts. The audience was also informed
that the flood was very limited in size and only affected only the small
village where Noah lived. The audience was also told that Noah was an
“albino” who had encounters with demons his entire life, before and
after the flood. On another program dealing with Noah (“Noah’s Ark”
on NBC) the audience was told that Noah lived in Sodom with Lot and
a waterspout was sent by God to destroy only that city.

Other lies propagated to challenge the reliability of the Bible are:
Sodom and Gomorrah were mythical (“Sodom and Gomorrah” on The
History Channel); Joseph never existed (“Joseph and the Coat of Many
Colors” on BBC/National Geographic Channel); There was no Satan
in the story of Job (“Job: The Devil’s Test” on A&E); Moses used a
magic wand and mystic incantations (“Moses” on A&E); Jericho’s
walls did not fall nor is there any other evidence for the Bible story
(“Joshua and the Walls of Jericho” on BBC/America and The Discov-
ery Channel); The Hebrews did not overtake Jericho but were people
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fleeing from tax collectors (“Joshua and the Walls of Jericho” on BBC
America and The Discovery Channel); David did not kill Goliath
(“King David: Poet Warrior” on A&E); Queen Esther was weak and
the story is probably a myth according to the programs narrator who
plants doubts into the viewers mind (“Queen Esther: Far Away and
Long Ago” on A&E); Herod did not kill the Bethlehem infants
(“Herod: Madman or Murderer” on The Discovery Channel); There
was no virgin birth and Jesus was the son of a Roman soldier (“Jesus:
Holy Child” on A&E and “In Search of Christmas” on The History
Channel); Mary Magdalene is referred to as a prostitute and the mother
of Jesus’ children and John calls Jesus a sinner (“Jesus” on CBS); Jesus
was romantically involved with both Mary Magdalene and Mary, sister
of Martha and Jesus abused His power (“The Real Mary Magdalene”
on The Discovery Channel and “Jesus” on CBS); Jesus has many
identity crises as a human and as God (“Mary, Mother of Jesus” on
NBC); Jesus denies His heavenly Father and believes that He is not the
way, the truth and the life but others are equal to Him (“Jesus” on
CBS); Jesus did not rise from the dead, and His body may have been
eaten by wild dogs, if He was buried at all (“The Execution of Jesus”
on A&E); The people who saw Jesus after the resurrection were only
seeing a vision (which the audience was told is a normal part of the
grieving process), He did not actually appear to people after the
crucifixion (“The Execution of Jesus” on A&E); Peter did not heal
through the power of Jesus he just faked it (“Peter: Jesus’ Fisherman”
on The Discovery Channel); and, Paul was converted by an earth-
quake’s flash (“Who was Paul” on The Discovery Channel). All such
programming is doing Satan’s bidding, attacking the deity of Christ.
THE DA VINCI CODE AND OTHER GNOSTIC SKEPTICISM

Recently, there has been a lot more talk and skepticism concerning
the deity of Christ. Much of this is due to the book and subsequent
movie, The Da Vinci Code, and to the publicity that has been to other
writings such as The Gospel of Phillip, The Gospel of Judas, The
Gospel of Mary, et cetera. Historically speaking, except for The Da
Vinci Code which was published in 2003, all these writings date some
200 to 500 years after Jesus’ life. They are historically recognized as
the writings of early sects and cults. Most scholars believe those works
are related to, and are at the core of the eastern mysticism and new age
thinking today (Gnosticism). In fact, Gnosticism was addressed by the
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apostle John in his letters (1, 2, 3 John). Suffice it to say, we can be
assured that our Bible is inspired of God and that scholars and leaders
placed each of its sixty-six books through the rigorous tests of
canonicity. For people of faith it is quite simple. If we believe that the
Bible was given to us by God, then we should naturally accept that the
same God who made sure it was written perfectly and completely
would also make sure that it contained the correct books and epistles.

However, first century Gnosticism is making an incredible
comeback, which has led to many books and movies that challenge the
deity of Christ. By definition Gnosticism is: “An early Christian
religious movement teaching that salvation comes by learning esoteric
spiritual truths that free humanity from the material world, believed in
this moment to be evil.”2 Gnosis is the Greek word for “knowledge”3

and it was used by the Gnostics in reference to knowledge gained not
through intellectual discovery but through personal experience or
acquaintance which initiates one into esoteric mysteries. The experi-
ence of gnosis reveals to the initiated the divine spark within. Gnosis
has a very different meaning in the New Testament, one which
excludes esotericism and self-deification. Gnosticism is a philosophy
that stresses the acquisition of knowledge. The knowledge sought is not
strictly intellectual, but mystical as well; not merely a detached
knowledge of or about something, but a knowing by participation. This
knowledge discloses the spark of divinity within which is thought to be
obscured by ignorance. Modern interest in ancient writings has
presented Gnosticism an opportunity to gain new followers. Examples
of some of the ancient writings which have seen modern interest should
be considered here. The Gospel of Mary, in which Jesus is reported to
have said: “All natures, all formed things, all creatures exist in and with
one another and will again be resolved into their own roots, because the
nature of matter is dissolved into the roots of its nature alone.”4 The
Apocryphon of John, in which God supposedly said to John, “I am
Father, I am Mother, I am Son ... I have come to you that you may
know the things not revealed.”5 In this work, Mary Magdalene is also
quoted, saying:

When the soul had overcome the third power, it went upwards
and saw the fourth power, (which) took seven forms. The first
form is darkness, the second desire, the third ignorance, the
fourth is the excitement of death, the fifth is the kingdom of the
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flesh, the sixth is the foolish wisdom of flesh, the seventh is the
wrathful wisdom. These are the seven powers of wrath.6

The Apocalypse of Peter, in which Peter has this conversation with
Jesus—“And I [Peter] said, what am I seeing, O Lord? Is it really you
whom they take? Are you holding on to me? And are they hammering
the feet and hands of another? Who is this one above the cross, who is
glad and laughing? The Savior said to me, ‘He whom you saw glad and
laughing above the cross is the Living Jesus.’”7 The Gospel of Philip,
which states: “The world came about through a mistake. For he [God]
who created it wanted to create it imperishable and immortal. He fell
short of attaining his desire.”8 The Gospel of Thomas (saying 114):
“Simon Peter said to them, ‘Mary should leave us, for females are not
worthy of life.’ Jesus said, ‘See, I am going to attract her to make her
male so that she too might become a living spirit that resembles you
males. For every female (element) that makes itself male will enter the
kingdom of heaven.’”9

In the book, Gnostic Gospels, the author said: “Today we read them
with different eyes, not merely as ‘madness and blasphemy’ but as
Christians in the first centuries experienced them—a powerful
alternative to what we know as the orthodox Christian tradition.”10

The Bible’s response to such madness can be summed up in one
clear and distinct passage where Paul says:

I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you
into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not
another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert
the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so
say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you
than that ye have received, let him be accursed (Gal. 1:6-9).

F.F. Bruce made an interesting comment about the Gnostics. He
said: “There is no reason why the student of the conflict should shrink
from making a value judgment: the Gnostic schools lost because they
deserved to lose.”11

CONCLUSION
Paul, more than any other New Testament writer, warns the church

about the dangers of Satan. He commands every believer in the name
and the authority of the Lord to be aware of, ready for, and armed
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against Satan. Today, we all must be reminded that we live on an active
battlefield. Not only is there a war swirling around us—there is also a
war swirling within us. Satan is the ultimate terrorist insurgency. He is
able to creep around us unnoticed. He can be absolutely silent when he
wants to. He is completely invisible. Yet, he is more deadly to our
spiritual lives than any truck bomber or suicide vest is to our physical
existence. That is why Paul tells us to not ignore Satan or his devices.
We must not yield any ground in our life to Satan by ignoring him.
Nothing in life is neutral, and nothing about Satan is harmless.
Everything in life is either for God or against Him. Everything is either
promoting God’s glory or opposing it. Nothing is neutral when it comes
to God. We must never forget to assess the daily patterns and habits of
our life, “Lest Satan should get an advantage of us” (2 Cor. 2:11).

May we all find eternal strength in the fact that Jesus is in-
deed—deity. He is enduringly strong, entirely sincere and eternally
steadfast. He is immortally graceful, imperially powerful and impar-
tially merciful. He is God’s Son. He is every sinner’s Savior. He is the
centerpiece of civilization. He stands alone in Himself. He is unparal-
leled, unprecedented and supreme. He is preeminent and the fundamen-
tal truth in life. He is the only one able to supply all of our needs
simultaneously. He supplies strength for the weak and is available for
the tempted and tried. He sympathizes and He saves. He guards and He
guides. He heals and cleanses. He forgives sinners and discharges
debtors. He delivers captives and defends the weak and feeble. He
blesses the young, serves the unfortunate, regards the aged, rewards the
diligent and beautifies the meek. He is deity. He is God’s Son, the
anointed Christ.

Christ is the giver of knowledge, the Prince of peace and the well-
spring of wisdom. He is the doorway of deliverance and the pathway
of love. He is the explanation of righteousness and holiness. He is the
gateway of glory and the master of the mighty. His life is matchless.
His goodness is limitless. His mercy is everlasting. His love never
changes. His Word is enough. His grace is sufficient. His reign is
righteous. His yoke is easy and His burden is light. He is indescribable
and incomprehensible. He always has been, and He always will be. He
had no predecessor and no successor. There was nobody before Him
and there will be nobody after Him.

James 4:7, “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil,
and he will flee from you.”
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ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 www.thefreedictionary.com/Gnosticism s.v.”gnosticism.”
3 www.gnosticteachings.org s.v. “Gnosis.”
4 www.earlychristianwritings.com/gospelmary.html
5 www.earlychristianwritings.com/aprocryphonjohn.html
6 Ibid.
7 www.earlychristianwritings.com/apocalypsepeter.html
8 www.earlychristianwritings.com/gospelphilip.html
9 www.earlychristianwritings.com/thomas.html
10 Elaine Pagels, The Gnostic Gospels
 www.gnosis.org/naghamm/nhl.html
11 F.F. Bruce, www.preteristarchive.com/StudyArchive/b/bruce.ff.html
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